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1. IT IS NOW 7 MONTHS SINCE WE INFORMED ADMIRAL VASQUEZ, 
COMMANDER OF THE ECUADOREAN NAVY, THAT THE US WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO MAKE AVAILABLE A "HOT SHIP" DESTROYER DURING 
THE SUMMER OF 1975 (ADMIRAL ZUMWALT'S LETTER TO ECUADOREAN 
NAVY COMMANDER ADMIRAL VASQUEZ DATED 6 APRIL 1974). ADMIRAL 
HOLLOWAY'S LETTER TO ADMIRAL VASQUEZ OF JULY 16, 1974 PROMISED 
TO IDENTIFY FOR THE ECUADOREANS THE SPECIFIC SHIP TO BE 
TURNED OVER TO THEM WITHIN 6 MONTHS. 

2. THE ECUADOREANS ARE STARTING TO PLAN FOR THE TRAINING 
REQUIREMENTS THEY WILL NEED TO FULFILL BEFORE THEY CAN TAKE 
DELIVERY OF THE SHIP. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS WILL TAKE 
QUITE A BIT OF LEAD TIME, AS WILL LANGUAGE TRAINING, 
IDENTIFICATION OF MODERNIZATION AND RE-EQUIPMENT REQUIRE- 
MENTS THE ECUADOREANS MAY WISH; DETAILS OF WHERE THE 

SHIP WILL BE OVERHAULED, WHERE THE TRANSFER IS TO TAKE 
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SHIP'S IDENTITY. ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND INFORMALLY THAT 
THE USS GURKE IS INTENDED TO BE THE SHIP, WE WERE ASKED 
NOT TO PASS THAT INFORMATION TO THE ECUADOREANS, AND 
HAVE NOT DONE SO. WE WOULD LIKE, HOWEVER, TO BE ABLE 
TO DO SO IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE, PERHAPS AS SOON 
AS THE NEW ECUADOREAN NAVY COMMANDER IS NAMED. SINCE 
THE TRANSFER OF A SHIP OF THE SIZE BEING CONTEMPLATED 
REQUIRES SPECIFIC CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL (STATE 177223) 

AND WE HAVE SPECIFICALLY INFORMED THE ECUADOREAN GOVERN- 
MENT OF THIS, WE WOULD TELL THE ECUADOREANS THAT THE 
FORTHCOMING TRANSFER IS DEPENDENT UPON SUCH APPROVAL AND 
CANNOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL IT HAS BEEN OBTAINED. IT WILL 
BE VERY DIFFICULT, HOWEVER, TO PLEAD THE NECESSITY FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL BEFORE EVEN IDENTIFYING THE SHIP, 

OR BEGINNING TRAINING, IF WE ARE SERIOUS ABOUT TRANSFERRING 
THE SHIP TO ECUADOR IN THE SUMMER OF 1975. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: AUTHORIZATION TO INFORM THE 
ECUADOREAN NAVY OFFICIALLY AT A TIME OF OUR CHOOSING 
THAT THE USS GURKE IS TO BE THE DESTROYER WHICH WE 
WILL TURN OVER TO THEM, SUBJECT TO CONGRESSIONAL 
AUTHORIZATION. 

BREWSTER 
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